
 

 

MINUTES OF PARENT COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY 31st August 2016 

 
        Present: Catherine MacCulloch - Chairperson Jim McGillivary   Apologies:  

Jennifer Swanson – Secretary  Isabella Wix  
Jo MacDonald - Treasurer 
Lawrence Bews – Head Teacher 
Gillian Cameron 
Carla Gallon 
Margaret Robertson  
Jane MacKay            
Wendy Milligan           
Vicky Vass 
Anne Sutherland 

Agenda Item Responsibility 

1) And 2)           Welcome, Apologies and approval of previous minutes 

Catherine MacCulloch welcomed everyone to the meeting. No apologies were given.  
Minutes of the last meeting were approved by Jane MacKay and Vicky Vass 

 
 
 

3) Tracey Mackenzie - Memorial 
Catherine expressed the members sadness at the news of Tracey’s passing just before the school returned for 
the new term. Tracey was Treasurer of the Parents Council and was a very valued, active and enthusiastic 
member. Catherine expressed a wish that we remember Tracey in some way and gave examples of either a 
bench to be placed within school grounds and/or an annual award to be given to the children at the end of 
term assembly. Tracey’s name meant Brave and it was discussed that the award could be for bravery which 
comes in many different forms. This item is to be further discussed at a future meeting. Going forward Jo 
MacDOnald will assume the role of Treasurer 
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4) Mr Bews – Introduction & Plans for New Term 
Mr Bews thanked the Parent Council for the warm welcome and outlined his vision for the school.  
Mr Bews explained he operates an open-door policy and welcomes parents to approach him with any concerns or 
thoughts.  
To better explain his vision Mr Bews shared changes he has made to the Dornoch Primary Handbook. Those included 
firstly the School’s Aims & Vision; putting more emphasis on inspiring the children to become successful learners. He 
aims to ensure a holistic approach to the curriculum for excellence working with the teachers to revamp records of 
learning and ensuring parents know exactly what their children are working on. He has also updated/introduced new 
policies in relation to behaviour and bullying. There is a zero-tolerance to bullying which was covered with the children 
in Assembly on the first day back. Both of these policies stem for the need to ensure children are safe in their learning 
environment as both topics have a significant impact on learning. Finally within the handbook there is the addition of 
the Homework policy which is there to help parents and guide them to better assist in their children’s homework 
exercises. 
Mr Bews then introduced some new tools parents will come across at parents evening’s going forward. 

 Talking Book – this is a large near A2 sized folder with 30 pockets in it. Fortnightly the teacher and children will 

work together to fill a page detailing what they have been working on. The idea is that come the end of the year 

there is a full record of what has taken place inside (and outside) the classroom. In addition to the pockets there 

is also the facility to record a soundbite for each page. Children will be encouraged to leave a message outlining 

the aim and outcome of each page. 

 Progression Jotter – Each child will now have a progression jotter which will show their individual progression 

through-out the year. Each snapshot will display an example of literacy, numeracy, health & wellbeing and then 

a choice (science/RME etc). There will also be a sheet for parents to provide feedback. (There will be four pieces 

of assessment carried out on three occasions in the school year. These will cover Literacy, Numeracy, Health 

and Wellbeing plus one other of the teacher’s choice). 

 

Mr Bews finished by advising members of his intention to promote school trips in each class to better aid their earning 

experience. Trips must be directly associated to the topics that the class is covering. Plans so far are as follows: 

Nursery: SUGGESTED Dornoch Beach/Camore Woods/Tain Vets (Vicky Vass TBC) 

P1: TBC 

P1/2: TBC 

P2/3: Orkney Friday 16/9/16 

P4: Orkney (Viking Project) TBC 

P4/5: TBC 

P6: Edinburgh Dance/Drama TBC 

P7: Fairburn (possible extended duration) May 2017 
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5) PC Recent Events update and Plans for forthcoming Year 
Catherine updated the members of the successful events that took place last term including the Beetle Drive 
which raised over £200, the Walk to School Week which had a great response, the Mascots on Sports Day and 
the School Fayre which raised over £800 with special mention for a return of the photo booth. The 
Easyfundraising online has also raised over £270. 
There was discussion as to how funds should be spent and it was agreed to assist with transport for school 
trips and having 3rd parties come to the school. 
Members then discussed plans for the forthcoming year – it was agreed Film Nights should be held, one for 
the lower classes and one for the higher classes. These were set for the 10th/11th November with Catherine to 
organise helpers. It was also agreed to continue hosting a baking stall at parent’s evenings. 
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6) 3-18 Campus - Update 
Mr Bews updated members about Highland Councils plans for a 3-18 Campus for Dornoch Primary, Bonar 
Bridge Primary and Dornoch Academy. A Transition Group has been formed and they held their first meeting 
August 18th. This was a brainstorming session where items and issues were identified related to the project 
and then prioritised. Going forward the group will meet monthly to assist in moving the project forward. The 
aim is to have the Management Structure in place August 2017. 
The Highland Council agreed to offer an open session for all communities in order to answer question and 
explain more about their plans. This looks to be planned for Thursday 8th September.  
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7) Ongoing Issues 
Mr Bews updated members on some ongoing issues including that of the Nursery Facilities and the Road 
Traffic Calming. 
With regards to the Nursery Facilities there has been no more update on the plans that had originally been 
agreed. Mr Bews has attempted to chase this up no avail. In the interim there is an ongoing issue with the 
Conservatory being used as it gets very warm. Mr Bews has requested blinds be purchased to alleviate this 
and will keep members updated as this progressed. 
With regards to the Traffic Calming Jim McGillivary intimated that he had been chasing this over the summer 
months to no avail. Original pans had seen a road shortening at two points on the road, and only one has been 
put in place so far. Questions were also raised in relation to the path that had been planned to the back of 
the school over to Poles Road. Jim agreed to continue his pursuit of an update. 

 
Mr Bews 
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8) PC Newsletter 
Catherine reminded members of her intention to put out a newsletter once into the new academic year and 
looked for suggestions of what to include. Members discussed updates on last terms events, advertisement 
of the Film Night and details of where funds are to be spent. 

 
 
 
Catherine 

9) AOCB 
 Wendy: ‘Walk a Mile’ – Wendy questioned if this was something that was to continue on from last term and Mr Bews 

agreed that it was. 

 Wendy: ‘School Timings Going Forward’ – Wendy questioned if there were any plans to change the school timings 
again as at present it was posing some concerns. Mr Bews explained that the changes were to better facilitate the 
buses in light of changes imposed upon the Academy who have new guidelines. Mr Bews agreed that this should be a 
topic taken forward to the Transition Group for the 3-18 Campus. 

 Wendy: ‘Drama Club’ – Wendy asked the members and Mr Bews if they would be happy for Jenny to continue running 
the lunchtime drama club – it was agreed that yes this can continue. This then led to a request the school issue a letter 
to all parents detailing what lunchtime and after school activities are on offer and details about signing up. Mr Bews 
to issue 

 Margaret: ‘Music Group’ – Margaret put it to the members about setting up a Music Group either at lunchtimes of 
after School. It was agreed this would be very  beneficial and Margaret will discuss and take forward the proposal 

 Wendy: ‘Playingfield Grass’ – Wendy raised a concern that the grass when cut is not done to a standard sufficient for 
the needs of the lunchtime Hockey Club. Similar concerns were already to be highlighted with the grass cutters so this 
was to be added. 

 

Next meeting will take place on Wednesday 26th October 2016 at 7pm in the school 
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