
 

 

MINUTES OF PARENT COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY 3rd May 2017 

 
        Present: Catherine MacCulloch - Chairperson   Apologies:   Wendy Milligan  

Jennifer Swanson – Secretary                                     Vicky Vass 
Jo MacDonald – Treasurer               Margaret Robertson  

        Lawrence Bews – Head Teacher    
Anne Sutherland 
Gillian Cameron 
Kim Tewnion 
Jane Mackay           
Kirstin Langlois 
Elaine Robertson 
Jim McGillivary 

Agenda Item Responsibility 

1) And 2)           Welcome, Apologies and approval of previous minutes 

Catherine MacCulloch welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were given as above.  
Minutes of the last meeting were approved by Jo MacDonald and Anne Sutherland 

 
 
 

2) 3-18 Campus - Update 
Mr Bews updated the group that, as had been intimated in a letter to all parents, Tina Stones had been 
appointed Head Teacher for the 3-18 Campus. 
He advised that recruitment for the lower level management was taking place with 3 Deputy Heads to be in 
position for August. 
Catherine update the group in relation to any impact on the Parent Council, which there will not be. There 
will be an over-arching Exec Parent Council consisting of office bearers from each of the 3 schools. We will 
continue to operate as we have done. 
Catherine reminded members that any suggestions for the 3-18 Campus should be put forward using the slip 
in the letter from Tina. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Bews 
Catherine 
 

3) Easter Disco and Summer Event Planning 
Catherine advised members that the Easter Disco had made a good profit of over £300. Jo explained that the 
disco had been well attended and feedback was positive with regards to the games and set up. 
Discussion took place as to plans for our Summer Event, the School Fayre. It was felt that given the concern 
from parents about repeated requests for monies and the fact the fund is so healthy that we would not host 
the Summer Fayre. 
Instead it was proposed that the Parent Council assist with the Half Price Book Fair week commencing 19th 
June and assist in the running of Sports Day (17th May) with ice cream serving. They will look into a possible 
end of term surprise for the children.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Catherine 
Jo 

4) Spending of PC Funds 
Catherine shared with the members a list kindly prepared by Jo with options for how to spend the PC Funds 
which currently sit at just over £2800. The group agreed we should try and invest in as much as possible on 
the list and going forward at the start of the new term 2017/2018 create a “wish list” which can then be used 
for advertising explaining what funds are being gathered for. 

 
 
 
 
Catherine 
Jo 

5) Ongoing Issues 
*4.5 Day Week – Catherine updated members where we are in the process with this. Consultation took place 
and a summary was compiled. 33% voted Yes and in favour of the change noting concerns in relation to 
parking/childcare/supervision whilst 60% voted No and against the change stating concerns similar to those 
who voted in favour. This was passed on to Tina Stones who in turn passed it to the Highland Council and it 
was out understanding that a response would be provided after the Easter Holidays. 
Catherine sent a direct email to the Highland Council on the matter and as it stands there has been no 
response. 
Jim McGillvary agreed to look into the matter to assist. 
 

*Parking – New Lines have been created in both the front and rear car parks. Members agreed this 
was making a positive difference to previous issues. 
 
*Nursery – Mr Bews updated the group that this is now delayed. The expected open date had been 
August but this is no set at after the October Holidays. Discussion took place as to whether enhanced 
options would be available in terms of age groups and sessions however Mr Bews advised it is 
unfeasible to assess those options until such time as the building is complete and staff had had an 
opportunity to get settled in. 
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Mr Bews 



 

 

6) School Intake 2017/2018 
The school’s roll remains in a very fluid state, however Mr Bews stated that it is now unlikely the school will 
be able to run in all straight classes next term and that composite classes appear likely again.  Mr Bews 
expressed certainty, that as we near the summer holidays, he will update parents further. 

 
 
 
 
Mr Bews 

7) AGM 
*Attendees – Elaine Robertson, Kim Tewnion, Kirstin Langlois, Jennifer Swanson, Jo MacDonald & Catherine 

MacCulloch 

 
It was agreed that given the constitution makes no reference to a minimum number of attendees to hold an 
AGM that it would go ahead. 
 
Jennifer presented the Secretary’s Report which detailed various events that have taken place within the last 
year. Members were in agreement that it was a good exercise to see it all written out. 
 
Jo presented the Treasurer Report of Accounts for both 2015/2016 and 2016/2017 to date. She highlighted 
that what is not noted is that there is often parent members that subsidise events with their own contributions 
to the benefit of the Parent Council Fund. It was agreed to ensure an audit take place on the accounts. 
 
Catherine led the group through the office bearers election process. Catherine asked the group if anyone was 
willing to put their name forward to be considered. As no one came forward Catherine, Jo and Jennifer agreed 
to continue in their positions for another year. 
 
It was discussed within the members present that additional roles be created to help lighten the load of those 
currently in position e.g. Communications/Fundraising Co-ordinator/Grant Funding Lead etc. This was agreed 
and will be advertised in due course. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
 
 
 

8) AOCB & DONM 
 

 
Next meeting will take place on Wednesday 23rd August 2017 at 7pm in the school 

 
 
All 

 


